The structure of the title compound, [Fe 2 (C 17 
Related literature
For background to the use of Schiff base ligands in the assembly of hydroxo-, alkoxo-or phenoxo-bridged clusters and polymers, see : Chen et al. (2006) ; Koizumi et al. (2005) ; Ni & Wang (2007) . For the use of H 2 salpn as a flexible ligand, see: Ni et al. (2005) ; Si et al. (2002) .
Experimental
Crystal data [Fe 2 (C 17 
À3
Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2004 ); cell refinement: SAINTPlus (Bruker, 2001) ; data reduction: SAINT-Plus; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: XP in SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: XP in SHELXTL. (Chen et al., 2006; Koizumi et al., 2005; Ni & Wang, 2007) . Among Schiff base ligands, H 2 salpn is a special symmetrical tetradentate Schiff base which can be used as rigid ligand located on the equatorial plane of central metal ion. However, sometimes it also exhibits characteristics of a flexible ligand situated at the terminal of metal ions like a cap. To date, several examples in which H 2 salpn is used as flexible ligand have been synthesized (Ni et al., 2005; Si et al., 2002) 
Refinement
H atoms bound to C and O atoms were visible in difference maps and were placed using the HFIX commands in SHELXL-97.
H atoms were placed in calculated positions and were included in the refinement in the riding-model approximation, All H atoms were allowed for as riding atoms (C-H 0.96 Å or C-H 0.93 Å, and O-H 0.85 Å) with the constraint U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (methyl carrier), 1.5U eq (O) and U iso (H) = 1.2Ueq(C) for all other H atoms..
supplementary materials sup-2 Figures   Fig. 1 . A view of (I) with the unique atom-labelling scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 30% probability level. 
